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To  The  Honourable  Louis  O.  Breithaupt, 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

May  It  Please  Your  Honour: 

The  undersigned  has  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual 
Report  upon  the  Department  of  Reform  Institutions  of  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  Part  II,  dealing  with  Training  Schools 
for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1954. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  W.  Foote, 

Minister  of  Reform  Institutions 


Major,  The  Honourable  John  W.  Foote,  V.C. 
Minister, 

Department  of  Reform  Institutions 
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Major,  The  Honourable  John  W.  Foote,  V.C. 
Minister,  Department  of  Reform  Institutions . 


Sir: 

Year  by  year  a substantial  number  of  children  under  16  years  of  age  come 
into  conflict  with  society  to  a degree  which  results  in  charges  being  laid  and 

appearances  in  Juvenile  Courts.  There,  by  means  of  existing  clinical  and 
supervisory  services,  many  of  the  difficulties  presented  by  these  children  are 
resolved  and  they  do  not  again  conflict  with  the  law. 

There  is,  however,  a residue  which  does  not  respond  to  ordinary  treatment 
measures  and  in  whom  the  delinquent  pattern  is  deeply  set.  For  them,  the 
Province  has  provided  specialized  treatment  in  its  Training  School  system. 

The  eight  Juvenile  Schools  in  Ontario  have  excellent  equipment  and 
well  trained  and  devoted  staffs.  Religious  differences  are  recognized  by  the 
Training  Schools’  Act  and  children  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  are  cared  for 
in  their  own  schools.  Non-Catholic  children  are  sent  to  the  Government- 
owned  Ontario  Training  Schools.  Reports  from  Superintendents  covering 
the  work  of  these  Schools  are  to  be  found  in  this  booklet. 

Effectiveness  of  the  training  received  is  reflected  in  the  report  of  The 
Training  Schools’  Advisory  Board  showing  that  of  the  548  children  released 
from  guardianship  during  the  year,  over  60%  were  considered  to  have  made 
satisfactory  adjustments  at  that  time. 

Highlighted  in  our  boys’  programmes  were  the  very  practical  cadet  unit 
at  Bowmanville  and  its  annual  10-day  Camp  under  Permanent  Force  Army 
staff:  Police  games  by  arrangement  with  Federal,  Provincial  and  Municipal 
Police  departments  and  held  at  the  various  Schools : The  Girls’  School  at 
Galt  completely  produced  an  “adapted”  Carmen  with  training  in  music, 
costuming  and  properties. 

All  Training  Schools  have  Chaplains  with  responsibility  for  religious  services, 
curricula  of  religious  knowledge  teaching,  individual  counselling,  and  contacts 
with  clergy  in  placement  areas  to  ensure  continuity  of  religious  training. 

Total  commitments  to  all  Schools  averaged  523  children  each  year  over 
the  5 -year  period  (1949-1953  inclusive) . This  year  commitments  reached  an 
all-time  peak  of  623  with  heavy  increases  in  both  boys  and  girls. 

Commitments  in  this  Province  show  little  variation  per  100,000  population 
over  a 10-year  period  and  we  can  only  conclude  that  the  rise  in  commitments 
to  Training  Schools  is  the  natural  outcome  of  the  greatly  increased  population 
which  in  1945  was  3,815,000  and  in  1954  stands  at  5,046,000  — an  increase 
of  32%. 

It  would  appear  that  the  marked  upward  trend  in  Training  School  commit- 
ments is  indicative  of  the  need  for  additional  accommodation  being  seriously 
considered,  particularly  with  respect  to  our  Ontario  Training  Schools  for 
Boys  where  the  10-year  increase  is  in  excess  of  30%.  Lack  of  bed  space  to  a 
degree  affects  average  length  of  stay,  and,  as  training  time  is  reduced,  returns 
for  failure  on  placement  become  more  numerous. 
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The  problem  of  institutional  training  for  a small  segment  of  boys  and 
girls  who  will  not  conform  to  the  programme  of  the  open  type  of  school  is 
one  to  which  you  have  given  much  thought  as  it  is  desired  to  eventually  relieve 
the  Guelph  and  Mercer  Reformatories  of  the  sections  devoted  to  that  purpose. 
Establishment  of  special  units  at  our  existing  schools  may  be  the  answer  and 
thus  retain  these  young  people  within  the  purview  of  the  Schools. 

Administratively,  the  importance  of  further  consolidating  systems  of  train- 
ing in  the  Juvenile  Schools  was  recognized  by  the  appointment  of  a Director 
of  Training  Schools  as  of  January  1,  1954. 

Yours  sincerely, 

A.  R.  Virgin, 

Director  of  Training  Schools 
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REPORT  OF 

TRAINING  SCHOOLS  ADVISORY  BOARD 

This  twenty-third  annual  report  of  the  Advisory  Board  covers  the  yearly 
period  ending  March  31st,  1954.  Official  visits  were  made  to  St.  Joseph’s 
Training  School  for  Boys,  Alfred;  St.  Mary’s  Training  School  for  Girls,  Downs- 
view;  Ontario  Training  School  for  Girls,  Toronto;  and  two  of  the  members 
attended  the  presentation  of  “Carmen”  at  the  Ontario  Training  School  for 
Girls,  Galt. 

Fifty-one  meetings  of  the  Board  were  held,  at  which  careful  consideration 
to  School  requests  for  placement  was  given,  and  in  most  cases  granted.  The 
School  authorities  are  aware  of  specific  requirements  for  successful  placement. 
Termination  of  wardship,  school  attendance  and  placement  reports  also  receive 
reasonable  attention. 

The  degree  of  success  in  the  rehabilitation  of  these  children  may  be  judged 
from  the  terminations  of  wardship  granted  during  the  year,  as  listed  in  the 
following  table.  Approximately  62%  made  a satisfactory  adjustment. 

340  Satisfactory  adjustment 
27  Married 
27  Enlisted 

16  Transferred  to  Ontario  Hospitals 
26  Moved  out  of  Province 
59  In  other  Institutions 
37  Whereabouts  unknown 
5 Further  wardship  unavailing 
13  Eighteen  years  of  age 

548 

Various  social  agencies  appeal  to  the  Department  for  the  admission  to 
Training  Schools  of  incorrigible  youth  whom  they  can  no  longer  control.  This 
is  not  done  without  consent  of  parents  or  guardians.  The  Board  advised  the 
Department  on  the  disposition  of  58  cases  sponsored  chiefly  by  the  Children’s 
Aid  Societies  of  the  Province. 

It  should  be  noted  that  this  year  the  Board  gave  consideration  to  an  increase 
of  120  cases  of  commitment  by  the  courts  or  admission  by  application,  over 
the  previous  year. 

The  Juvenile  Courts  deal  with  disobedient  and  wayward  children  who 
seem  definitely  determined  to  go  their  own  way.  This  is  manifested  usually 
in  a dislike  of  school,  truancy,  stealing,  insolence  and  stubbornness.  Yet  they 
are  only  children  inclined  strongly  to  evil,  because  at  a time  in  early  life  when 
they  should  have  been  taught,  directed  in  the  principles  and  ways  of  right 
living,  in  obedience  and  goodness,  parents  and  others  who  should  have  guided 
them,  failed  to  do  so.  Statistics  show  the  necessity  of  a home  as  the  natural 
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and  essential  force  for  early  youth  training,  where  by  word  and  example  the 
child  is  taught  knowledge,  goodness  and  discipline. 

Consequently,  the  Training  School  has  to  endeavour  to  be  a home  as  well 
as  a school  where  the  idea  of  doing  what  is  right  because  it  is  right  and  in 
accordance  with  God’s  laws,  must  be  the  rule  for  conduct.  Conscience  must 
be  enlightened  to  recognize  the  necessity  of  law  and  of  respecting  law.  The 
wrong  habits  and  attitudes  of  truancy,  stealing,  insolence,  lack  of  respect  for 
property  and  person,  have  to  be  replaced  by  the  formation  of  good  habits 
of  action.  Society  must  check  these  children,  and  the  Training  School  seems 
to  be  the  best  agency,  when  homes  have  failed  these  children,  wherein  they 
may  receive  whatever  training  is  possible  in  moral  and  religious  habits,  so 
necessary  for  character.  Having  led  them  to  a sensible  way  of  life,  a trial 
period  on  placement  under  the  supervision  of  the  School  follows.  If  this  is 
successful,  the  School  applies  for  a termination  of  wardship.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  superintendents  and  staffs  of  the  Training  Schools  are  earnestly 
facing  the  challenge  of  rehabilitating  these  bewildered  children  and  accomplish- 
ing good  results  with  the  majority. 

For  some  ten  years  or  more  the  Advisory  Board  has  expressed  the  need  of 
a separate  institution  for  the  unmanageable  delinquent  girls  who  prove  to  be 
most  unsuitable  in  the  ordinary  Training  School  setting,  and  who  tend  to  dis- 
rupt a Training  School  programme.  We  regret  being  faced  with  no  other 
solution  than  the  Ontario  Training  School,  Toronto,  which  is  in  the  same 
building  to  which  adult  police  commitments  are  made. 

The  Ontario  Training  Schools  for  Boys  at  Bowmanville  and  Cobourg  have 
experienced  a reduction  of  necessary  in-training  time  to  the  point  where  it  is 
reflected  in  readmissions  for  failure.  This  would  indicate  an  urgent  need  for 
increased  accommodation. 

The  training  programmes  in  the  Schools  stress  the  fundamental  tools  of 
an  education  in  the  academic  field,  and  rightly  so,  because  of  the  youth  of 
these  pupils.  Everyone  is  assured  of  elementary  school  teaching.  Inspectors’ 
reports  certify  to  the  good  results  being  attained.  The  mentally  retarded  get 
the  benefit  of  auxiliary  education.  In  the  vocational  field  there  is  a very 
extensive  amount  of  practical  and  productive  work  being  done  in  most  Schools, 
which  deserves  commendation.  A respect  for  and  love  of  work,  and  the  pleasure 
which  comes  from  achievement,  is  most  essential  in  character  building. 

The  Advisory  Board  expresses  appreciation  to  the  Minister,  the  Honourable 
John  W.  Foote,  V.C.,  and  his  Deputy  Minister,  Colonel  G.  Hedley  Basher, 
O.B.E.,  for  their  co-operation  given  at  all  times.  So  too,  is  appreciation  ex- 
tended to  the  School  Inspectors  of  the  Department  of  Education,  who  inspect 
these  Schools;  to  the  Mental  Health  Clinic  of  the  Department  of  Health, 
whose  services  examining  these  children  is  invaluable;  and  to  the  Children’s 
Aid  Societies  who  have  co-operated  with  the  Training  Schools  and  with  the 
Department. 

John  M.  Bennett,  Ph.D.,  Chairman, 

Ethel  Sanderson, 

Wallace  M.  Murdoch, 

Geo.  H.  Hunt, 

C.  H.  Lewis,  M.D.,  C.M. 
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Administration  and  Academic  Building, 
Ontario  Training  School  for  Girls,  Galt. 


Common  Room,  Galt. 
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. . . and  a new  coat. 


Normal  growth  and  development  requires 
new  outfits — new  shoes 
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Administration  Building,  Ontario  Training  School  for  Boys, 
Cobourg.  This  building  also  contains  the  dining-room, 
auditorium  and  Social  and  Psychological  Departments. 


An  Annual  Autumn  Chore. 
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Medication 
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Main  Entrance,  Academic  and  Administration  Building, 
Ontario  Training  School  for  Boys,  Bowmanville. 


View  from  the  west.  Reception  and  Hospital  Building, 
Bowmanville. 
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Woodcraft. 


Abstract  Art. 
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A beauty  spot — Bowmanville. 


The  Metal  Worker. 
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The  Stone  Boat. 


Bowmanville  Cadet  Corps. 
The  Band. 
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Bowmanville  Cadet  Corps. 
The  troops. 


The  spectators. 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  ONTARIO  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  BOYS 

BOWMANVILLE 


April  1st,  1953  to  March  31st,  1954 

Due  to  few  ehanges  in  Staff,  we  were  able  to  maintain  a steady  program 
in  Houses,  Shops  and  Academie  Classes  during  the  past  Fiseal  Year. 

The  Cadet  Corps  of  eighty  boys,  established  late  in  the  previous  year, 
eommeneed  training  in  earnest.  The  Corps  and  their  instructors  from  the 
School,  attended  Cadet  Camp  at  Picton  during  the  summer.  This  experience 
gave  the  lads  an  enthusiastic  insight  into  Army  life.  Our  forty  piece  Bugle 
Band  was  invited  on  numerous  occasions  to  participate  in  outside  activities. 
On  each  occasion  the  boys  performed  in  excellent  fashion. 

Through  an  arrangement  with  our  local  Department  of  Recreation,  we 
were  able  to  secure  a period  each  Saturday  during  the  winter  at  the  Arena 
in  Town  for  inter-House  hockey  matches. 

The  usual  floor  hockey  and  basketball  teams  were  formed  and  the  lads 
were  placed  in  the  various  leagues,  according  to  their  ability. 

For  approximately  three  months  during  the  year,  fifteen  House  Supervisors 
met  weekly  to  receive  instruction  and  training  in  order  to  participate  in  the 
Red  Cross  tests  in  swimming. 

Our  academic  program  was  carried  on  in  all  grades,  up  to  grade  ten,  and 
including  grade  nine  Commercial  as  well  as  Auxiliary  classes.  The  courses 
covered  were  the  same  as  those  taught  in  the  outside  schools.  This  enabled 
the  boys  who  proceeded  on  placement,  to  continue  their  academic  training 
without  any  loss  of  grade.  In  most  cases  they  realized  the  value  of  such  train- 
ing and  were  anxious  to  apply  themselves  in  order  to  better  their  chances  for 
successful  placement. 

Our  Vocational  program  contributes  much  in  character  building  as  well  as 
equipping  the  boy  with  useful  skills  for  the  future.  It  includes  Laundry, 
Machine  Shop,  Horticulture,  Woodworking,  Motor  Mechanics,  Leather,  Sheet- 
metal,  Barbering,  Farm  and  Kitchen.  These  classes  are  held  for  one-half  day 
with  an  enrolment  of  twelve  to  fifteen  boys;  the  other  half  day  is  spent  in 
academic  classes. 

Many  of  our  boys  gain  useful  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  various 
phases  of  general  agriculture  in  preparation  of  the  soil  for  grain  and  garden 
crops,  seeding,  planting  and  harvesting.  Mechanical  equipment  is  largely 
used.  Our  registered  Holstein  herd  records  show  superior  breeding  and  produc- 
tion strains  which  reflect  favourably  on  the  policy  regarding  government- 
owned  herds.  Experiments  in  the  use  of  gross  ensilage  indicate  the  possibility 
of  reducing  feed  costs. 

The  Placement  Staff  was  helped  a great  deal  by  the  various  Social  Agencies 
and  the  National  Employment  Service.  Our  Officers  continued  to  assist  in 
the  Parole  and  Rehabilitation  work  by  visiting  and  giving  guidance  to  parolees 
of  Senior  Institutions  and  out-patients  from  The  Alex  G.  Brown  Memorial 
Clinic  at  Mimico. 
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The  four  Service  Clubs  — Rotary,  Lions,  Kiwanis  and  Optimist,  each 
year  play  a part  in  the  life  of  the  boys  at  this  School.  The  Fish  and  Game 
Club  of  Oshawa  began  a program  of  conservation  on  our  creek.  A good  deal 
of  interest  was  fostered  with  the  boys  in  this  important  project. 

The  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Oshawa,  conducted  a Photography 
Club  and  visited  the  School  twice  monthly  to  give  instruction  in  the  art  of 
“picture  taking.” 

The  Junior  Police  Games  are  increasing  in  popularity  in  this  community 
and  in  the  1953  Meet,  over  five  hundred  youngsters  from  surrounding  schools 
participated  in  the  various  events. 

The  kindly  interest  and  support  of  our  Departmental  Officials  and  the 
members  of  the  Advisory  Board  have  contributed  largely  to  the  success  of 
our  work.  To  them  we  wish  to  express  our  sincere  thanks. 

PLACEMENT  REPORT 

THE  ONTARIO  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  BOYS 
BOWMANVILLE 

April  1st,  1953  to  March  31st,  1954 

Under  supervision  on  plaeement  April  1,  1953 265 

Number  placed  during  year  from  School 198 

Number  placed  during  year  from  St.  John’s  Training  School,  Toronto 1 

464 

Attending  Public  School 11 

Attending  High  School... 12  23 

Employed  — on  farms 23 

— in  factories ^ 47 

— as  labourers... 13 

— as  construction  workers 4 

— as  messengers. 15 

— as  clerks 24 

— miscellaneous 32  158 

Unemployed 23 

In  Armed  Forces 2 

In  Mental  Hospitals 1 

In  other  institutions 6 

Absent  without  leave 13 

Number  under  supervision  March  31,  1954 226 

Returned  to  Training  School  during  year 29 

Released  from  Wardship  during  year. 191 

Boys  in  Ontario  Training  School,  Guelph 18 

. Total.. 464 

Number  of  visits  to  wards 2,603 

Number  of  homes  investigated 323 

Number  of  attendances  at  Clinics,  Social  Agencies,  etc 549 

Number  of  attendances  at  Court 78 

Number  of  other  contacts 1,410 

Number  of  visits  to  homes  of  wards 305 

Number  of  miscellaneous  calls 676 

Number  of  wards  in  paid  foster  homes  at  the  end  of  year 0 

Car  and  train  mileage 95,765 

J.  J.  Brown, 
Superintendent 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  ONTARIO  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  BOYS 

COBOURG 

April  1st,  1953  to  March  31st,  1954 

The  Ontario  Training  School  for  Boys,  Cobourg,  is  benefitting  from  the 
experience  of  the  past  three  years  in  utilizing  the  many  facilities  available 
in  the  Cobourg  setting.  Much  has  been  gained  from  the  character  of  the  fine 
old  buildings,  which  has  made  for  an  appreciation  of  a more  homelike  setting 
than  normally  experienced  in  an  institution. 

Here,  emphasis  is  placed  on  an  Educational  programme  as  laid  down  by  the 
Department  of  Education  curriculum.  It  includes  an  auxiliary  class  and  a 
full  schedule  of  Physical  Training  — Health  activities.  Through  the  co- 
operation of  the  Cobourg  Collegiate,  four  of  our  boys  attended  Grades  9 and  10. 
The  well-equipped  Manual  Training  shop  has  been  of  real  value  as  an  interest- 
finder  for  a number  of  children  who  have  come  to  appreciate  the  coordination 
of  hand  and  mind  to  advantage  rather  than  just  academic  studies. 

Residence  life  plays  a very  important  role  in  establishing  good  work  habits 
and  respect  for  authority,  in  a boy’s  relationship  to  group  living.  Respect  for 
the  other  fellow  has  very  often  been  lacking  in  children  who  have  come  to 
this  school.  Often  they  display  a good  deal  of  hostility.  Personal  cleanliness, 
care  of  bed,  room  and  house,  have  done  much  to  inculcate  good  school  spirit 
and  a new  feeling  of  self-respect.  This  has  been  in  spite  of  exceptionally  high 
numbers  which  have  taxed  staff  and  capacity  during  this  past  year. 

Scout  and  Cub  activities,  now  in  their  seventh  year  at  the  Training  School, 
have  rated  highly  in  inter-troop  competitions. 

The  Training  School  Band  has  been  an  excellent  medium  for  these  young- 
sters who  not  only  enjoy  hearing  music,  but  also  contribute  on  either  trumpet 
or  drum. 

Part  of  the  physical  training  programme  of  this  school  has  made  possible 
an  opportunity  to  learn  to  swim  for  every  Training  School  boy.  Over  sixty 
children  learned  to  swim  during  the  course  of  the  summer.  This  sense  of 
achievement  does  much  to  build  up  a boy’s  confidence  in  his  own  ability,  a 
trait  which  is  lacking  in  many  of  our  wards. 

The  after-care  department  has  dealt  with  over  400  children  throughout 
the  Province,  and  it  has  been  gratifying  to  note  the  number  of  boys  who  have 
apparently  been  successfully  rehabilitated.  However,  we  are  far  from  satisfied 
that  the  maximum  number  of  rehabilitations  have  been  accomplished.  The 
collective  efforts  of  the  school  and  a professional  case  worker  are  being  utilized 
to  this  end.  Although  a notable  increase  has  been  observed  in  the  rate  of 
releases  we  have  not  reached  a final  levelling-off  of  the  numbers  to  be  dealt 
with  in  this  large  after-care  population. 

Special  activities  that  have  added  incentive  for  the  children  include  the 
Junior  Police  Games  held  at  Kiwanis  Park,  which  included  the  youth  of 
Cobourg  and  district  under  the  direction  of  the  local  Provincial  and  R.C.M. 
Police  services,  together  with  Training  School  representatives. 

A large  number  of  the  school  population  enjoyed  the  opportunities  provided 
by  off-the-grounds  work  privileges.  Under  these  circumstances  the  school 
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authorities  are  able  to  assess  a boy’s  ability  to  put  into  practice  what  he  has 
learned  at  school  regarding  courtesy,  ability  to  work,  respect  for  adult  authority 
and  good  judgment.  The  many  types  of  activity  that  he  may  be  employed  in 
include  lawn-cutting,  digging  of  gardens,  painting,  running  errands,  etc.  Aside 
from  the  value  of  this  type  of  activity  the  school  benefits  by  establishing 
strong  roots  in  the  community  through  the  natural  appeal  that  emanates 
from  personal  dealings  with  children.  Many  youngsters  have  established 
lasting  friendships  with  people  who  have  gone  out  of  their  way  to  contribute 
something  of  themselves  to  our  boys.  The  not -inconsiderable  sums  of  money 
earned  by  the  boys  have  made  possible  the  purchase  of  bicycles  and  clothing 
upon  their  return  home  or  to  foster  homes,  that  would  not  otherwise  have 
been  possible.  The  assistance  afforded  by  this  source  of  income  has  also  made 
possible  the  maintenance  of  a well-equipped  bugle  band  and  other  school  assets 
not  normally  provided  from  government  funds.  The  children  purchased  a 
T.V.  set  from  their  general  fund  for  the  use  of  the  elderly  people  in  the  Old 
People’s  Home  at  Cobourg.  It  is  greatly  enjoyed  by  the  senior  citizen  group 
in  the  home. 

The  regular  Friday  evening  musicals  have  maintained  a high  standard, 
including  many  fine  artists  from  Toronto,  Hamilton,  Kitchener,  London,  as 
well  as  locally.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  Royal  Conservatory  of  Music,  the 
Hamilton  Conservatory  of  Music,  the  Mona  Bates  Studio,  and  Western 
University,  for  their  cooperation  in  this  truly  cultural  contribution  to  the  school. 

In  spite  of  numerical  difficulties  the  School  has  continued  to  place  its 
emphasis  on  incentives  and  student  motivation  techniques  in  the  establish- 
ment of  self-discipline.  The  open-door  policy  in  operation  both  night  and  day 
at  Cobourg  permits  the  full  attention  of  staff  to  focus  on  citizenship  training. 

PLACEMENT  REPORT 

THE  ONTARIO  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  BOYS 
COBOURG 

April  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1954 


Under  supervision  on  placement  April  1,  1953 274 

Number  placed  during  year  from  School 157 

Number  placed  during  year  from  O.T.S.  for  Boys,  Guelph 4 

Total  number  under  supervision  during  year 435 

Attending  Public  School 147 

Attending  High  School 19  166 

Employed  — on  farms 36 

— in  factories 6 

— as  labourers 16 

— as  clerks 2 

— as  messengers 3 

— on  miscellaneous  work 21  84 

Unemployed 2 

In  Mental  Hospitals 1 

In  other  institutions 2 

Absent  without  leave 5 

Number  under  supervision  on  placement  March  31st,  1954 260 

Returned  to  School  during  year 106 

Released  from  Wardship  during  year 60 

Transferred  to  O.T.S.  for  Boys,  Guelph 8 

Deceased 1 

Total 435 
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Number  of  visits  to  boys 1,010 

Number  of  homes  investigated 108 

Number  of  visits  at  Clinic  and  Social  Agencies 509 

Number  of  attendances  at  Court 44 

Number  of  miscellaneous  calls 2,155 

Number  of  other  contacts 1,546 

Number  of  home  contacts 322 

Number  of  boys  in  paid  homes 62 

Number  of  boys  on  placement 260 

Car  mileage 116,462 


William  T.  Little, 
Superintendent 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  ONTARIO  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS 

GALT 

April  1st,  1953  to  March  31st,  1954 

Committals  increased  slightly  in  the  past  year.  Almost  50%  of  the  com- 
mittals were  fifteen  year  olds. 

Few  ehanges  were  made  in  the  programme.  Girls  under  sixteen,  capable 
of  academie  instruetion,  spent  most  of  their  time  in  school.  Forty  achieved 
their  grades  in  the  school  in  June,  1953.  Others  who  attended  school  here 
during  the  period  of  report  passed  in  community  schools.  The  majority  of 
girls  who  left  us  during  the  year  have  proven  to  be  average  students  and  have 
presented  no  problems  in  the  school  setting. 

Girls  who  had  reached  their  academic  maximum  or  were  over  sixteen  and 
did  not  wish  to  attend  sehool  attended  voeational  elasses : Home  Economies, 
Typing,  Laundry,  Hairdressing.  All  girls  assisted  with  the  maintenanee 
programme ; Housework,  Gardening,  Kitchen,  Snow  Removal  and  other  general 
duties.  All  girls  worked  or  attended  classes  43  hours  per  week  at  least. 

Recreational  aetivities  to  develop  constructive  use  of  leisure  time  were 
planned  to  eneourage  maximum  partieipation.  All  games  were  played  in 
season  — loeal  teams  were  invited  to  the  school  to  play  softball.  A swimming 
competiton  was  organized  at  the  loeal  pool.  Musie,  art,  and  literature  appreci- 
ation groups  were  an  innovation  and  enthusiastically  supported.  As  in  past 
years  one  large  musical  production  was  held.  This  year’s  ehoiee  was  a revised 
version  of  Carmen.  The  sets,  costumes,  acting  and  singing  received  enthusiastie 
praise  from  the  six  hundred  friends  of  the  school  who  attended. 

Stress  has  always  been  laid  in  this  sehool  on  the  pupils  providing  their 
own  recreation.  However,  loeal  choirs,  bands,  orchestras  and  entertainers 
visited  oeeasionally  and  were  greatly  appreciated  by  the  girls. 

Religious  services  were  provided  Sunday  mornings  by  the  Ministerial 
Association  of  Galt,  on  Sunday  evenings  by  Young  People’s  Assoeiations  of 
various  churches.  The  Angliean  and  Baptist  churehes  of  Preston  continued 
to  provide  transportation  for  girls  to  attend  Sunday  services  at  their  churches. 

Children  who  have  few  visitors  and  reeeive  little  mail  have  always  proven 
the  most  serious  diseiplinary  problems.  The  Business  and  Professional  Women’s 
Club  of  Galt  offered  to  sponsor  these  girls  individually.  Some  thirty  members 
invited  them  out  regularly  to  their  homes  and  other  aetivities  in  the  community. 

Service  clubs,  industrial  firms  and  church  groups  lost  no  opportunity  to 
contribute  to  the  welfare  of  the  school. 

The  treatment  team,  eonsisting  of  the  consultant  psychiatrist,  the  psychol- 
ogist and  the  social  workers,  eontinued  to  assist  the  girls  in  understanding 
their  problems  and  effecting  a solution.  Frequent  consultations  with  staff 
concerned  with  training  and  care  of  pupils  created  a greater  understanding 
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of  the  delinquent  personality.  The  willingness  of  staff  to  co-operate  has 
reduced  disciplinary  problems  substantially.  Conferences  between  the  treat- 
ment team  and  parents,  foster  parents  and  employers  have  facilitated  under- 
standing of  the  girls  concerned. 

MEDICAL  REPORT 


Number  of  patients  examined  by  doctor 452 

Number  of  Wasserman  tests 104 

Number  of  G.  C.  smears 197 

Number  of  patients  in  hospital 16 

Number  of  minor  infections  and  abscesses 61 

Number  of  X-rays 8 

Number  of  appendix  cases 4 

Number  of  tonsillectomies 13 

Number  of  pregnant  cases 8 

Number  of  V.D.G.  treatments 2 

Number  of  V.D.S.  treatments 0 

Number  of  T.B.  tests 110 

Number  of  chest  X-rays 9 

Number  of  girls  fitted  with  glasses 41 

Number  of  examinations 55 

Number  of  examinations  by  specialist 8 

Cyst  removed  from  eye 1 

DENTAL  REPORT 

Number  of  patients  at  clinic 475 

Number  of  patients  examined  only 158 

Number  of  fillings 576 

Number  of  extractions 218 

Number  of  X-rays 1 

Number  of  special  treatments 25 

Number  of  partial  dentures 10 


The  Placement  situation  was  not  as  satisfactory  as  in  previous  years.  The 
national  employment  situation  made  it  difficult  for  unskilled  sixteen  and 
seventeen  year  olds  to  secure  and  hold  positions.  Discouragement  over  their 
inability  to  keep  employed  resulted  in  some  cases  in  delinquent  behaviour  and 
return  to  the  School.  Many  girls  had  worked  prior  to  committal  and  earned 
high  wages.  The  changing  economic  situation  was  explained  by  placement 
officers  and  the  necessity  of  holding  jobs  stressed.  National  Employment 
Services  in  most  communities  continued  to  give  preferential  treatment  to  our 
wards,  appreciating  they  had  to  be  self-supporting.  A gratifying  number  of 
wards  had  worked  long  enough  to  be  eligible  for  unemployment  insurance 
and  were  able  to  manage  between  positions  and  avoid  return  to  the  school. 

The  support  and  interest  of  the  Department  and  the  Advisory  Board  is 
greatly  appreciated  as  is  the  cooperation  of  Children’s  Aid  Societies,  Mental 
Health  Clinics  and  the  Departments  of  Health,  Education  and  Public  Works. 

Appreciation  is  also  expressed  to  the  many  associations  and  organizations, 
who,  during  the  year,  contributed  gifts  and  services. 
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PLACEMENT  REPORT 

THE  ONTARIO  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS 

GALT 

April  1st,  1953  to  March  31st,  1954 

Under  supervision  on  placement  as  of  April  1st,  1953 121 

Number  placed  during  year  from  school  ... 152 

Number  placed  during  year  from  O.T.S.  for  Girls,  Toronto 10 

Total  number  under  supervision  during  year 283 

Attending  Public  School 8 

Attending  High  School 10 

Attending  Commercial  School 2 20 

Employed  — in  factories 16 

— as  clerks 18 

— as  ward  aides 3 

— as  domestics 23 

— as  store  clerks 9 

as  waitresses 7 

— as  theatre  ushers 1 

— on  miscellaneous  work...... 8 85 

In  other  institutions , 3 

Absent  without  leave 8 

Number  under  supervision  on  placement  March  31st,  1954 116 

Returned  to  Training  School  during  year 74 

Released  from  wardship  during  year 93 

Total 283 

Number  of  visits  to  wards 2,589 

N umber  of  homes  investigated 284 

Number  of  attendances  at  Clinics,  Social  Agencies,  etc 256 

Number  of  attendances  at  Court 10 

Number  of  visits  to  homes  of  wards 260 

Number  of  wards  in  paid  foster  homes  at  end  of  year ' 11 

Car  and  Train  mileage... 107,680 

(Miss)  Isabel  J.  Macneill, 

Superintendent 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ONTARIO 
TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  BOYS,  GUELPH 

April  1st,  1953  to  March  31st,  1954 

During  the  period  April  1,  1953  to  March  31,  1954,  47  boys  were  received 
in  the  Training  School  section  on  transfer  from  other  Training  Schools,  and 
1 boy  was  returned  from  placement  for  further  training.  Twenty-three  boys 
were  released  on  placement  and  4 wardships  terminated.  A total  of  61  boys 
were  in  residence  during  the  year  with  34  remaining  at  March  31,  1954. 

The  Training  School  group  is  comprised  of  boys  who  have  been  transferred 
from  various  Training  Schools,  some  because  of  failure  to  respond  to  treat- 
ment, repeatedly  running  away  from  the  School  and  foster  homes,  misbehaviour 
which  was  affecting  the  progress  of  the  group,  and  others  who  have  been 
sentenced  whilst  wards  of  the  Training  Schools,  for  adult  offences. 

The  boys  are  given  every  opportunity  to  further  their  education  as  they 
spend  one-half  of  each  day  attending  academic  classes  and  any  boy  who  has 
had  little  or  no  academic  training  is  encouraged  to  attend  full-time  classes. 
Providing  a boy  has  sufficient  academic  training  and  aptitude  he  may  select 
a trade  at  which  he  may  spend  the  other  half  of  the  day  and  which  will  be  of 
value  to  him  on  release.  Others  who  are  unable  to  assimilate  trades  or  academic 
training  are  given  the  opportunity  to  participate  in  arts  and  craft  work. 

ACHIEVEMENT  TESTS 


Number  tested 59 

Average  grade  placement 6 

Grade  range 1-10 

Grade  placement  from  achievement  test  results: 

Grade  Number 

1 1 

II 2 

III  7 

IV  6 

V 4 

VI 10 

VII 9 

VIII 5 

IX 7 

X 5 

XI 0 


56 

Religious  training  is  encouraged  through  the  medium  of  regular  church 
services  and  bible  classes.  Chaplains  from  the  various  churches  attend  here 
regularly. 

A programme  of  physical  and  recreational  training  provides  beneficial 
entertainment,  good  exercise  and  an  opportunity  to  learn  self-discipline  and 
co-operation  with  others. 

Our  Psychologist  and  Counsellor  work  very  closely  with  the  Training 
School  boys  and  are  of  great  assistance  to  them  in  promoting  better  under- 
standing and  assisting  in  any  problem  which  might  arise. 

G.  Wright 

Superintendent 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  ONTARIO  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS 

TORONTO 


April  1st,  1953  to  March  31st,  1954 

The  attendance  figures  on  this  our  first  complete  year  as  The  Ontario 
Training  School  for  Girls,  Toronto,  have  fluctuated  between  twelve  and 
fifteen  girls. 

We  have  continued  our  training  program  in  Academic  Classes,  Home 
Economics,  Vocational  and  Trade  Training,  developing  healthy  attitudes  and 
promoting  good  work  habits.  Our  system  provides  ample  opportunity  for 
each  pupil  to  obtain  an  all-round  training  during  her  stay  at  The  Ontario 
Training  School  for  Girls,  Toronto. 

Increased  attention  is  given  to  help  seriously  maladjusted  girls  to  achieve 
a wholesome,  happy  adjustment  with  proper  behaviour,  without  resentment, 
bitterness  or  hostility.  Particular  attention  is  given  to  the  background  of 
social  problems.  Individual  counselling  and  a great  deal  of  careful  planning 
are  done  in  this  regard.  Presently  changing  attitudes  to  socially  acceptable 
behaviour  are  achieved. 

Classes  in  calisthenics  are  conducted  three  evenings  each  week  by  a Physical 
Training  Instructress.  Ballet,  Folk  and  Square  Dancing  have  been  enthusi- 
astically encouraged.  Seasonal  games,  such  as  baseball,  softball,  tennis,  basket- 
ball and  badminton,  are  always  popular. 

The  Home  Economics  living  room  lends  itself  beautifully  to  the  arranging 
of  group  parties,  afternoon  teas  and  other  phases  of  homemaking.  Food  values 
that  are  essential  for  basic  daily  requirements  are  taught ; also  basic  rules  of 
food  care,  handling,  cleaning,  storage,  refrigeration  and  preservation,  economy 
in  purchase  of  foods,  nutritional  values,  accumulation  of  practical  recipes, 
ability  to  follow  recipes  and  cooking  instructions. 

Students  have  a well  planned  program,  each  day  being  fully  and  profitably 
occupied.  Dress-making,  home  nursing  and  child  care,  etc.,  form  a definite 
part  of  this  general  housekeeping  plan. 

Instruction  was  given  in  our  Arts  and  Crafts  Classes  in  hobbycraft,  needle- 
craft,  fancy  work,  knitting,  leather  work,  toy  making,  how  to  make  artificial 
flowers,  etc.  The  arts  and  skills  of  a wide  variety  of  articles  were  taught  in  our 
hobbycraft  classroom;  and  much  individual  instruction  was  given  in  needle- 
craft. 

Significant,  too,  is  the  continued  interest  of  this  group  in  academic  work 
and  various  projects. 

We  have  been  encouraged  in  our  work  by  many  letters  of  appreciation  and 
visits  from  former  wards  successfully  rehabilitated  and  now  effective  members 
of  society. 
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MEDICAL  REPORT 

Blood  tests 32 

Penicillin  injections 6 

Pelvic  examinations 25 

Physicals 11 

Sick  Parade  (Doctor’s) 22 

(Nurse’s) 640 

Gonorrhoea  treated 2 

Visits  to  Pre-natal  clinic 1 

Births,  at  Burnside,  Toronto  General  Hospital 1 

DENTAL  CLINIC 

Patients  seen 71 

Examinations  only..- 14 

Extractions 9 

Local  anaesthetics 9 

Fillings 14 

Treatments 34 

Prophylaxis 4 

(Mrs.)  J.  T.  Burrows, 

Superintendent 
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REPORT  OF 

ST.  MARY’S  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS 

DOWNSVIEW 

April  1st,  1953  to  M^ch  31st,  1954 

In  St.  Mary’s  as  in  the  other  Training  Schools  of  the  Province  are  to  be 
found  increasing  numbers  of  adolescents  whose  lives  have  been  deprived  of 
much,  if  not  all,  that  makes  for  normal  and  happy  youthful  living.  As  these 
young  persons  are  in  large  part  products  of  unwholesome  environments  where 
low  moral  standards  and  false  notions  of  freedom  prevail,  painstaking  remedial 
care  is  required  to  bring  them  to  realize  the  difference  between  freedom  and 
licence  and  to  understand  the  significant  relation  between  rights  and  duties. 

As  a rule,  the  young  girls  who  come  to  us  bring  to  their  training  much 
good  will  and  other  valuable  resources.  They  are  greatly  lacking,  however, 
in  a sense  of  personal  responsibility,  so  that  their  training  must  be  largely 
directed  towards  achieving  in  their  characters  this  essential  element,  without 
which,  their  truly  generous  efforts  at  self-improvement  could  bear  no  lasting 
fruit.  The  task  is  arduous  and  demands  great  faith  and  courage,  but  sooner 
or  later  promising  results  appear  and  kindle  hope  of  good  and  permanent 
adjustments. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  render  the  time  spent  at  St.  Mary’s  both  profitable 
and  pleasant,  and,  as  the  program  of  a residential  school  must  necessarily  be 
all-embracing,  countless  details  enter  into  arrangements  for  the  accommodation 
and  education  of  the  girls.  Comfortable  and  attractive  living  quarters  are 
provided  in  an  atmosphere  of  religious  Faith,  where  moral  and  spiritual  train- 
ing are  woven  into  the  texture  of  daily  life.  Library  and  recreational  facilities 
are  available,  and  regular  instruction  is  given  in  academic  and  vocational 
pursuits.  Special  talents  are  developed,  and  attention  is  likewise  paid  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  social  graces,  which  add  their  pleasing  charm  to  life’s  routine. 

There  has  been  a notable  increase  in  attendance  through  the  year,  and 
slightly  more  than  half  of  the  newcomers  were  under  15  years  of  age.  A large 
majority  were  of  normal  or  superior  intelligence,  and  a satisfactory  academic 
level  was  maintained,  resulting  in  a successful  year  of  study.  High  school 
registration  at  present  numbers  42  students.  The  commercial  graduates  have 
been  able  to  secure  attractive  office  positions,  and  this  fact,  together  with  the 
acquisition  of  three  additional  typewriters,  has  served  to  spur  the  efforts  of  the 
senior  classes. 

Domestic  arts  have  contributed  in  great  measure  to  the  work  of  re-education 
as  well  as  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  girls,  for  in  spite  of  modern  views  to  the 
contrary,  the  home-making  instinct  is  still  very  strong  in  feminine  hearts.  The 
cooking  classes  conducted  in  the  pretty  kitchen  of  the  modern  apartment 
increase  in  popularity  from  year  to  year,  and  the  same  may  be  also  said  of 
the  sewing  classes.  In  the  bright  and  pleasant  sewing  unit  many  dainty  and 
practical  articles  were  made  during  the  year,  besides  which  fine  needle-work 
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was  a favourite  leisure-time  activity.  Knitting  and  crocheting  are  also  popular 
pastimes,  other  hobbies  being  the  making  of  costume  jewelry  and  small  novel- 
ties of  silk,  felt,  and  leather. 

Recreation  hours  have  been  enhanced  by  the  purchase  of  a television  set, 
a welcome  supplement  to  movies  and  radio  in  providing  variety  of  entertain- 
ment. As  in  times  past,  however,  the  girls  derive  most  enjoyment  from  their 
own  performances  by  means  of  which  they  give  expression  to  their  talent  and 
training  in  music,  dancing,  and  dramatic  art.  Last  October  saw  the  small 
beginnings  of  St.  Mary’s  Band,  which  has  made  very  laudable  progress  and  is 
already  claiming  laurels  as  a favoured  contributor  to  entertainment  programs. 
Other  recreational  features  are  roller  and  ice  skating,  dancing,  baseball,  basket- 
ball, volley-ball,  tennis.  Lounge  rooms  and  play  rooms  are  well  supplied  with 
books,  games  and  puzzles  for  more  sedate  relaxation. 

Pursuing  this  mingled  round  of  grave  and  lighter  interests,  the  girls  advance 
towards  Christian  womanhood.  At  intervals  along  the  way  they  pause  to 
make  a spiritual  Retreat  during  which  they  give  serious  thought  to  moral  and 
spiritual  values.  Through  this  period  of  prayer  and  recollection  the  girls  attain 
to  peace  of  soul  and  clearer  views  of  life,  and  taking  courage,  they  begin  to 
strive  more  earnestly  for  the  better  things. 

Since  our  last  statistical  report  Downsview  has  become  incorporated  into 
Metropolitan  Toronto.  But  the  march  of  time  had  already  wrought  its  many 
changes,  and  our  rustic  country-side  of  other  days  has  long  since  been  trans- 
formed into  a smiling  suburb,  sky-lined  by  bungalow  roofs  of  various  styles 
and  colours.  The  school  grounds,  too,  have  lost  much  of  their  earlier  rusticity. 
Daisy  fields  have  given  place  to  garden  plots,  and  whereas  formerly  the  summer 
days  were  spent  in  farming,  they  are  now  devoted  to  the  care  of  lawns  and 
shrubs  and  flowers.  The  orchard  still  retains  its  old  identity,  yielding  its  goodly 
fruit  in  season  and  providing  happy  times  for  youthful  harvesters. 

In  compiling  facts  for  the  Report  we  have  been  gratefully  conscious  that 
the  year’s  success  owes  much  to  the  support  and  cooperation  of  the  Depart- 
ment with  which  we  are  associated  in  our  task  of  re-education,  and  to  the 
devoted  interest  of  the  Training  Schools  Advisory  Board,  through  whose 
advice,  understanding,  and  encouragement  our  efforts  have  at  all  times  been 
furthered  and  our  labours  lightened.  We  welcome  this  opportunity  of  express- 
ing our  very  sincere  thanks.  We  wish  also  to  thank  the  many  social  agencies 
of  the  Province  which  have  assisted  us  so  generously  in  our  work  with  the  girls. 

Sister  Mary  St.  Margaret, 

Superintendent 
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Juvenile  Delinquency  is  said  to  consist  of  a violation  of  the  law  by  those 
of  Juvenile  age.  Varied  as  are  the  causes  set. forth,  it  requires  but  little  insight 
to  recognize  that  home  conditions  often  provide  major  contributing  factors. 
It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  serious  thought  is  now  being  given  in  some 
quarters,  to  whether  or  not,  and  in  what  way,  parents  should  be  held  legally 
responsible  for  the  delinquent  acts  of  their  children. 

One  of  the  resources  which  has  been  developed  to  deal  with  delinquent 
problems  is  the  Training  School.  It  has  a well-established  place  and  society 
has  discovered  no  real  substitute  for  it.  It  should  not,  however,  become  a 
catch-all  for  mental  defectives,  epileptics,  dependents  or  the  more  aggressive 
type  of  child,  the  too  lacking  in  self-control,  to  handle  himself  in  the  general 
programme. 

There  are  indications  that  delinquency  is  on  the  upswing.  Our  intake  this 
year  shows  an  increase  of  26%  over  the  previous  peak  year  of  1951/52.  Recent 
literature  emanating  from  the  United  States  shows  that  Court  cases  increased 
50%  from  1948  to  1953  while  the  increase  in  age-group  population  for  the  same 
period  was  but  7%.  Their  prediction  of  a further  increase  of  40%  in  age-group 
population  in  the  next  5 or  6 years  presents  an  alarming  prospect. 

Training  Schools  everywhere  are  operating  close  to  capacity  and  place- 
ments are  proportionately  heavy.  If  they  were  not  used  to  accomplish  tasks 
which  can  be  better  accomplished  by  other  services  and  agencies,  it  would  not 
only  alleviate  population  stress,  but  would  ease  staff  burden  and  simplify  the 
programme  which  is  ordinarily  geared  to  the  needs  of  the  more  typical  delin- 
quent child. 

The  Training  School  is  a residential  institution  whose  proper  purpose  is  to 
treat  and  rehabilitate  delinquent  children.  It  is  a controlled  environment 
and  in  a certain  sense,  a simplified  community.  A poorly  socialized  child  gets 
a taste  of  some  of  the  rewards  of  social  living  he  didn’t  get  outside.  On  the 
other  hand  the  constant  face-to-face  relationships  create  powerful  pressures 
on  the  child  and  he  has  to  learn  or  devise  means  of  getting  on  with  others. 
The  results  of  his  behaviour  soon  tend  to  catch  up  with  him.  Group  pressure 
is  a powerful  force.  It  takes  off  a lot  of  rough  corners.  It  is  effective  in  most 
cases  but  not  in  all. 

In  a school  such  as  ours  it  would  never  do  to  lose  sight  of  our  objective. 
It  is  important  that  our  staff  work  together  with  a common  purpose.  We 
must  ever  keep  in  mind  that  the  institution  is  for  the  child  and  not  the  child 
for  the  institution.  If  he  has  abilities  we  must  try  to  foster  them.  If  he  has 
disabilities  we  must  try  to  remedy  them.  If  he  has  shortcomings  we  must  try 
to  correct  them.  If  he  is  disturbed  or  hostile  we  must  gain  his  confidence  and 
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show  infinite  patience.  We  need  tolerance,  sympathy,  understanding  and 
concern  for  him.  We  must  be  fair,  firm,  impartial  and  consistent.  This,  our 
philosophy  in  practise,  has  been  our  traditional  guide  post  for  well-nigh  60  years. 

In  our  religious  training,  by  formal  instruction  and  constant  example,  we 
stress  our  duties  to  God,  to  ourselves  and  to  our  neighbor.  Opportunities  for 
assistance  at  religious  services,  reception  of  the  sacraments  and  regular  periods 
of  prayer  are  supplemented  by  practical  talks  and  private  interviews  by  our 
devoted  chaplain.  In  the  late  fall  a three-day  spiritual  retreat  was  conducted 
by  a special  missionary. 

The  physical  health  of  the  boys  is  ever  a matter  of  constant  check  and  care. 
Complete  physicals  were  made  of  all  boys  on  admission.  Regular  clinics  were 
held  twice  a week  with  doctor  and  nurse  in  attendance.  237  visits  were  made  to 
hospital  clinics;  9 boys  were  supplied  with  glasses;  12  boys  had  tonsillectomies; 
2 had  nasal  corrections;  2 eye  corrections;  1 plastic  surgery;  1 hernia;  98  dental 
clinics  were  held  and  comprised  158  surveys;  234  x-rays;  219  extractions;  297 
restorations;  11  dentures  and  59  other  treatments. 

All  boys  followed  regular  academic  programme  in  grades  I to  X on  either 
a full  day  or  half-day  basis.  65%  of  the  boys  had  part  time  occupational 
training  in  baking,  tailoring,  printing,  shoe  making,  barbering,  plant  mainten- 
ance or  garden  and  greenhouse  work.  Each  week  15  to  30  boys  were  selected 
for  work  at  neighboring  homes  on  Saturday  mornings.  Besides  helping  public 
relations  it  provided  contacts  with  good  homes,  gave  the  boys  a welcome  lift 
and  an  occasion  to  prove  themselves  as  well  as  an  opportunity  to  earn  a little 
money.  During  the  summer  and  early  fall  various  groups  of  boys,  under  staff 
leadership,  commuted  each  week  between  the  school  and  our  new  farm  at 
Malton  to  aid  in  haying  and  harvesting  crops. 

On  March  23rd,  a fire  occurred  in  the  shop  building  and  temporarily  upset 
part  of  our  vocational  programme.  Considerable  damage  was  done  to  building 
and  equipment  but  repairs,  renovations  and  replacements  will  soon  be  effected 
and  bring  our  programme  back  to  normal. 

Over  the  years  we  have  tried  to  keep  a proper  balance  between  work,  study 
and  recreation.  The  playing  field  undoubtedly  gives  a better  opportunity  to 
see  a boy  as  he  really  is  than  any  other  activity.  School  leagues  were  carried 
on  in  hockey,  lacrosse,  baseball  and  rugby  in  age  and  ability  groupings  and 
competition  was  also  provided  with  teams  outside  the  school.  Track  and  field 
events,  swimming,  gymnastics,  group  games,  hobbies,  reading,  singing  and 
music  all  found  a place  in  our  training  programme. 

Situated  as  we  are  in  densely  populated  area,  on  the  fringe  of  the  City, 
presents  decided  advantages  as  well  as  a few  problems.  Our  annual  display  of 
fireworks  attracts  thousands  of  people  from  the  surrounding  area,  many  of 
whom  look  forward  to  the  display  as  eagerly  as  our  own  boys.  The  Knights 
of  Columbus  and  Melody  Ramblers  entertained  the  boys  in  the  school  and  we 
were  guests  of  Riverdale  Kiwanis  at  Christmas  Pantomime,  De  La  Salle  Oak- 
lands  for  musical  comedy,  Mundinger  Accordion  at  Massey  Hall,  Tri  Bell 
Basket  Ball  at  St.  Michael’s  College,  and  Msgr.  Ronan’s  Nativity  Play.  The 
boys  attended  the  Canadian  National  Exhibition  on  Children’s  Day  and  took 
part  in  Rosary  Sunday  Celebration  at  Maple  Leaf  Stadium. 

Attempts  to  rehabilitate  the  home  go  on  from  the  time  a child  enters  the 
school.  The  shock  of  separation  is  enough  to  bring  some  parents  to  a better 
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sense  of  duty.  By  direct  counsel  and  informal  interviews  both  at  the  school 
and  on  visits  to  the  home  by  our  Placement  Officer,  we  are  sometimes  able  to 
make  an  impression  and  acquaint  parents  with  the  needs  of  the  Child  and 
bring  home  to  them  in  a realistic  way  their  own  shortcomings  that  had  much 
to  do  with  his  delinquency. 

It  was  my  privilege  to  spend  last  year  in  Europe  with  ample  opportunity 
to  visit  Training  Schools  on  the  Continent  and  in  the  British  Isles  and  see  at 
first  hand  how  similar  institutions  are  operated  abroad.  This  past  summer, 
Brother  Cyril  was  relieved  of  his  responsibilities  as  Superintendent  to  enable 
him  to  devote  more  time  to  our  new  building  project.  Plans  have  now  been 
approved  by  the  Minister  of  Reform  Institutions  and  solution  to  our  water 
problem  is  in  sight.  We  are  happy  to  state  that  construction  should  be  well 
advanced  by  the  time  this  report  comes  into  print. 

Gratefully,  we  pay  tribute  to  Departmental  Officials,  Advisory  Board  and 
the  numerous  organizations  and  individuals,  with  whom  we  have  worked,  for 
their  many  courtesies  and  kindly  interest  in  our  welfare.  To  the  members  of 
our  staff  who  have  given  so  generously  of  their  time  and  energy  we  extend  our 
sincere  thanks  and  appreciation. 

Brother  Francis, 

Superintendent 


34 


REPORT  OF 


No.  37 


REPORT  OF 

ST.  JOSEPH’S  TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  BOYS 
ALFRED,  ONTARIO 

April  1st,  1953  to  March  31st,  1954 

In  presenting  our  annual  report,  it  would  be  useful  to  state  that  in  apprais- 
ing the  value  of  the  work  done  in  a training  sehool,  one  should  keep  in  mind 
that  the  boy  or  girl  it  takes  care  of,  and  trains  to  good  citizenship,  is  generally 
a delinquent  with  whom  other  means  of  correct  adjustment  have  failed.  Hence 
it  is  with  this  idea  in  view  that  each  school  tries  to  do  the  best  it  reasonably 
can  to  care  for,  train  and  encourage  its  recruits  with  all  the  means  in  its  power : 
attractive  buildings,  proper  setting,  well-trained  staff,  convenient  supervision, 
sound  academic,  moral  and  vocational  training.  Generally,  the  results  obtained 
are  quite  satisfactory,  and  the  student  is  returned  to  society  better  equipped 
to  handle  his  problems,  has  a better  alerted  mind  and  a keener  sense  of  responsi- 
bility towards  his  family.  In  this  way,  the  commitment  or  admission  to  a 
training  centre  may  be  considered  providential,  since  it  afforded  the  boy  or 
girl  a chance  to  make  a successful  adjustment  in  life,  and  thus  prepare  a brighter 
and  happier  future. 

Our  School  population  was  rather  high  throughout  the  entire  year,  taxing 
the  generosity  and  the  time  of  all  the  members  of  the  staff,  almost  to  their 
limits.  Fortunately,  a very  generous  group  of  benevolent  and  skilful  supervisors 
and  instructors  were  available  during  July  and  August,  and  thus  the  regular 
personnel  could  enjoy  a few  weeks  of  well-deserved  holidays  and  rest. 

Academic  studies,  as  prescribed  by  the  Department  of  Education,  have 
been  taught  from  Grade  One  to  Ten  inclusive,  this  last  grade  begun  in  Septem- 
ber 1953,  to  accommodate  twelve  boys  who  had  completed  Grade  Nine  in 
June.  We  have  twenty-five  pupils  in  High  School,  most  of  them  of  normal  or 
above  normal  intelligence.  In  Grades  Nine  and  Ten,  stress  is  laid  on  the 
Commercial  subjects,  as  typing  and  bookkeeping:  a programme  very  popular 
with  the  High  School  boys.  Regular  singing  lessons  were  given  four  times  a 
week,  either  for  chapel  or  public  meetings.  We  are  very  grateful  to  the  local 
Separate  School  Inspector  for  his  assistance  whenever  it  was  needed. 

Vocational  units  on  a full-time  basis  have  been  continued  from  last  year. 
They  are;  shoe  repairing,  tailoring,  cooking,  woodworking,  plumbing,  hair- 
cutting and  farming.  Moreover,  the  opportunity  to  develop  good  work  habits 
and  learn  while  on  the  job  was  provided  by  many  seasonal  works  and  daily 
maintenance  duties.  Each  boy  of  the  school  has  a regular  assignment  of 
duties  to  perform  as  well  as  the  obligation  of  caring  for  his  own  personal  belong- 
ings. The  instructor,  or  prefect,  supervises  the  work  done  in  each  department 
with  the  object  of  developing  habits  of  faithfulness,  cleanliness  and  order. 
During  the  late  summer  and  early  fall,  fifteen  boys  helped  in  the  building  of  a 
pig-house  under  the  leadership  of  their  supervisors.  Some  others  lent  their 
assistance  working  in  the  flower-garden,  flower-beds,  root-house,  cleaning  the 
swimming-pool,  much  damaged  by  the  spring  freshets  and  melting  snows; 
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and  also  in  picking  up  the  fallen  leaves  and  branches  in  the  sugar  bush  and  in 
tidying  up  the  grounds  all  over  the  place.  Of  course,  all  these  activities  neces- 
sitated some  departure  from  the  general  routine  and  the  daily  school  pro- 
gramme. However,  no  doubt  the  physical  exercise  taken  in  the  invigorating 
air  of  the  spring  and  summer  months,  and  the  brighter  appearance  of  the 
layouts,  must  have  had  a good  educative  value  on  the  boys  participating  in 
those  extra-curricular  and  seasonal  jobs. 

Boys  sent  to  such  institutions  as  ours  generally  come  from  homes  where 
the  parents  are  not  remarkable  for  their  good  conduct  and  their  strong  dis- 
cipline. Thus,  their  children  are  often  left  to  grow  up  by  themselves,  without 
any  ethical  or  religious  guidance  whatever;  and,  naturally,  with  them,  the 
spiritual  values  in  life  have  no  significance.  Hence,  do  we  rightly  strive  to 
convince  them  of  the  exceptional  usefulness  of  pra^^er  and  the  Sacraments  in 
the  life  of  every  one.  We  are  greatly  assisted  in  this  form  of  education  by  a 
skilful  clergyman,  who,  by  his  public  instructions  and  private  interviews  with 
the  boys,  does  a remarkable  contribution  in  this  phase  of  our  training 
programme. 

As  in  the  past,  special  emphasis  was  given  to  physical  training  and  good 
sportsmanship.  The  work  done  was  regular  throughout  the  year,  with  extra 
exercises  in  the  autumn  and  winter  months,  when  more  time  can  be  devoted  to 
P.T.  Our  best  athletes  gave  eighteen  displays  in  different  cities  and  towns 
and  were  everywhere  highly  praised  for  their  exceptional  ability.  Our  prize 
winning  talents  are  duly  recognized  and  honoured  when  awards  are  presented 
on  special  public  occasions. 

The  pupils  were  allowed  to  see  hockey  games  three  times  in  Ottawa.  They 
went  to  Montreal  for  the  Mount  St.  Louis  Winter  Festival,  and  were  given 
free  tickets  at  the  Forum  at  night  to  watch  a National  Hockey  game  between 
the  Montreal  Canadiens  and  the  Detroit  Red  Wings.  In  summer,  they  visited 
a circus  in  Ottawa  and  later  assisted  at  the  Central  Canada  Exhibition  in  the 
same  city.  The  outstanding  feature  in  all  these  occurrences  and  many  others 
was  undoubtedly  the  splendid  conduct  of  the  boys  who  acted  so  well  that  we 
had  nothing  to  say  against  any  one  of  them. 

Our  swimming  pool  has  been  used  to  a great  extent.  We  were  again  for- 
tunate to  have  had,  during  the  past  summer  season,  the  services  of  a competent 
and  clever  swimming-master  from  the  city  of  Ottawa,  who  conducted  exercises 
twice  a day  at  the  pool  when  the  weather  was  favourable.  The  courses  ended 
in  August  with  a display  of  different  swimming  strokes  and  life-saving  exercises 
with  prizes  and  awards  to  the  most  deserving  pupils. 

The  enthusiasm  in  connection  with  the  Seventh  Annual  Police  Day  was 
paramount  under  the  able  and  generous  leadership  of  the  Prescott  and  Russell 
Counties  Provincial  Police.  The  event  met  with  complete  success  due  to  the 
untiring  zeal  and  perfect  co-operation  of  the  entire  Staff  and  the  Police  Force. 
The  best  baseball  players  in  the  Force  played  a game  with  our  senior  boys; 
they  were  beaten,  but  were  very  good  losers.  Later  in  the  day,  they  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Force,  were  our  guests  at  a bean  dinner  given  at  the 
sugar  bush  at  which  the  boys  themselves  were  present.  After  the  banquet, 
awards  in  great  number  were  distributed  to  all  the  winners  of  the  afternoon 
events;  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  party,  the  president  of  the  Festival  won 
thunderous  applause  when  he  made  known  the  great  news  that  the  Police 
Force  would  give  the  School  a brand-new  T.V.  set. 


36 


REPORT  OF 


No.  37 


Naturally,  the  health  of  the  boys  was  our  constant  care  as  in  the  past. 
Health  clinics  were  held  regularly  and  in  emergencies.  There  were  twenty- 
two  visits  made  to  the  Ottawa  General  Hospital.  Thirteen  pupils  were  supplied 
with  glasses.  Regular  dentist  clinics  were  held  every  two  weeks,  except  during 
February  and  March,  when  our  dentist  was  away  in  Ottawa  for  a prolonged 
surgical  treatment. 

The  local  Service  Clubs  and  Social  Agencies  have  been  most  cooperative 
and  helpful.  They  provided  extras  at  Christmas  and  put  interesting  variety 
in  the  activities  of  the  School.  The  local  Richelieu  Club  organized  a large 
bingo  in  March,  with  valuable  prizes,  and  smokes  for  those  who  wished.  The 
R.C.A.F.  Central  Band  gave  a concert  in  December  with  many  of  the  best 
Christmas  carols  and  other  charming  selections.  This  concert  gave  three  boys 
a favourable  occasion  to  stand  on  their  feet  to  deliver  a short  speech  to  intro- 
duce and  thank  the  musicians  and  the  bandmaster. 

In  conclusion,  may  we  be  permitted  here  to  thank  all  those  who,  in  any  way, 
by  word  or  otherwise,  have  helped  us  in  our  arduous  task  of  rehabilitating  boys 
who,  for  some  time,  have  been  led  away  from  the  right  path.  Our  attention  is 
directed  to  the  Training  Schools  Advisory  Board  for  their  precious  advice  and 
untiring  efforts  with  a view  to  help  us  solve  many  problems  which  arose  in  con- 
nection with  the  School  in  the  past  year.  Our  thanks  are  also  addressed  to  the 
Inspectors  for  their  judicious  remarks  and  observations,  but  above  all  to 
Col.  G.  H.  Basher  and  staff  for  their  generous  and  constant  assistance. 

Brother  George, 

Superintendent 
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TRAINING 

COMMITTALS 


For  Year  Ending 


p 

_o 

Ages 

Counties 

AND 

Districts 

p 

o 
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in 

P 

0 

H 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

<U 

> 

0 

■P 

P 

P 

0 

Algoma  District 

19 

19 

15 

4 

12 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

5 

4 

Brant 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

Bruce 

4 

1 

5 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

Carleton 

32 

1 

33 

25 

8 

33 

2 

1 

3 

5 

8 

13 

1 

Cochrane  District.  . . 

21 

21 

16 

5 

14 

7 

2 

1 

4 

4 

1 

9 

Dufferin 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Elgin 

8 

8 

4 

4 

5 

3 

1 

4 

3 

Essex 

12 

7 

19 

13 

6 

15 

1 

3 

1 

3 

6 

6 

3 

Frontenac 

9 

9 

7 

2 

6 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

Grey 

4 

4 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Haldimand 

3 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 

Haliburton 

Halton 

8 

8 

7 

1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Hastings 

11 

11 

7 

4 

4 

6 

j 

1 

2 

3 

3 

2 

Huron 

5 

5 

5 

4 

j 

1 

1 

3 

Kenora  District 

13 

13 

10 

3 

1 

7 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

1 

Kent 

5 

5 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Lambton 

20 

20 

14 

6 

16 

1 

3 

2 

7 

10 

1 

Lanark 

4 

4 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Leeds-Grenville.  . . 

6 

6 

3 

3 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Lennox- Addington 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Lincoln 

9 

9 

5 

4 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1 

6 

1 

Manitoulin  Island..  . 

5 

5 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Middlesex 

14 

1 

15 

13 

2 

13 

2 

1 

1 

3 

5 

5 

Muskoka  District.  . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Nipissing  District 

4 

7 

11 

8 

3 

3 

3 

5 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Norfolk 

10 

10 

9 

1 

9 

1 

7 

2 

Northumberland- Durham 

8 

1 

9 

8 

1 

6 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Ontario 

8 

8 

4 

4 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Oxford 

Parry  Sound  District 

7 

7 

3 

4 

3 

4 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Peel 

7 

7 

3 

4 

7 

1 

1 

5 

Perth 

1 

1 

1 

Peterborough 

4 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Prescott-Russell 

7 

7 

6 

1 

7 

1 

1 

5 

Prince  Edward 

4 

1 

5 

3 

2 

5 

1 

3 

1 

Rainy  River  District 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Renfrew 

11 

11 

7 

4 

6 

5 

2 

3 

6 

Simcoe 

8 

1 

9 

7 

2 

7 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Stormont,  Dundas  and 

Glengarry 

10 

10 

8 

2 

6 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Sudbury  District 

25 

2 

27 

16 

11 

15 

6 

6 

1 

4 

2 

8 

11 

Temiskaming  District 

8 

4 

12 

8 

4 

7 

5 

3 

3 

6 

Thunder  Bay  District 

14 

1 

15 

7 

8 

11 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

7 

5 

Victoria 

6 

1 

7 

5 

2 

7 

1 

”2 

3 

1 

Waterloo 

7 

7 

4 

3 

6 

1 

4 

3 

Welland 

8 

2 

10 

8 

2 

7 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Wellington 

6 

6 

4 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Wentworth 

53 

53 

42 

11 

52 

1 

2 

5 

8 

3 

7 

8 

20 

York 

132 

20 

152 

120 

32 

132 

3 

17 

2 

7 

4 

10,14 

21 

47 

47 

1 

Totals  

571 

52 

623 '451 

172 

351 

154 

118 

20  22!42  58'l01 

179 

196 

2 

1 

1 

1 

ONTARIO  TRAINING  SCHOOLS 


39 


SCHOOLS 

AND  ADMISSIONS 


March  31,  1954 
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OF 

C.A.S. 
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Algoma  District 

1 

17 

1 

1 

10 

1 

6 

1 

Brant  

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Brnce  

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

Carleton  

1 

1 

29 

2 

1 

12 

15 

5 

Cochrane  District 

1 

18 

2 

1 

10 

7 

3 

Dufferin  

1 

1 

Rlgin  

8 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

9 

1 

9 

1 

3 

11 

4 

Frontenac  

9 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Grey  

1 

3 

1 

3 

Haldimand  

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Haliburton 

Halton  

8 

5 

3 

Hastinffs  

3 

7 

1 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

Huron  

5 

1 

1 

3 

Kenora  District  

2 

10 

1 

2 

2 

5 

3 

1 

Kent 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Lambton 

1 

18 

1 

1 

4 

7 

8 

Lanark  

1 

3 

2 

2 

Leeds-Grenville 

5 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Lennox- Addington 

3 

3 

Lincoln 

7 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Manitoulin  Island 

4 

1 

2 

Middlesex 

i 1 

14 

: 

1 

8 

3 

Muskoka  District 

3 

3 

Nipissing  District 

11 

1 

6 

4 

Norfolk  

1 

1 

7 

1 

5 

2 

1 

N orthumberland-  Durham 

7 

2 

1 

1 

3 

4 

Ontario  

8 

6 

1 

Oxford  

Parry  Sound  District 

1 

5 

1 

6 

1 

Peel  

7 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Perth  

1 

1 

Peterborough 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Prescott-Russell 

4 

3 

1 

4 

2 

Prince  Edward 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

Rainy  River  District 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Renfrew 

10 

1 

2 

5 

4 

Simcoe 

2 

7 

7 

2 

Stormont,  Dundas  and 

Glengarry 

8 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

Sudbury  District 

2 

23 

2 

1 

1 

15 

8 

2 

Temiskaming  District 

4 

8 

9 

1 

3 

Thunder  Bay  District  

1 

13 

1 

1 

8 

1 

3 

2 

Victoria  

6 

1 

4 

3 

Waterloo  

7 

4 

2 

1 

Welland 

3 

7 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

Wellington 

1 

5 

1 

2 

3 

Wentworth 

2 

2 

47 

2 

1 

7 

23 

20 

1 2 

York 

24 

6 

116 

6 

I'l 

1 

2 

15 

1 

2 

: 73 

47 

6 

1 

3 

Totals 

70 

16 
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33 

2 

3 

7 

77 

2 

4 
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Ontario 
Training 
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Guelph 

VO 
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O 
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p^ 
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for  Boys 
Cobourg 

173 

110 

46 

10 

6 

16 

21 

7 

; 

o 

O' 

CO 
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00  : Tjt  fo  lo 

Ontario 
Training 
School 
for  Boys 
Bowmanville 
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Ontario 
Training 
School 
for  Girls 
Toronto 

15 

10 

2 

tz 
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VO 

00 

o 

O' 

Ontario 
Training 
School 
for  Girls 
Galt 

ro  : fs  : 

CO 

00 
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i-H  to  PS  trj  ^ ^ 

St.  Joseph’s 
Training 
School 
for  Boys 
Alfred 

^ lO  : lO  PO  : PD  PO 

lO  O : : 

PS  ^ ^ PS 

St.  John’s 
Training 
School 
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Toronto 
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CN 
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St.  Mary’s 
Training 
School 
for  Girls 
Downsview 

pf)  ^ 

Cs\0  : : 

: PO  00  to  ^ th  : 

: PS  : : 

Number  in  Residence,  April  1,  1953 

New  Commitments  or  Admissions 

Admitted  and  Transferred  to  O.T.S.  Cobourg 

Transferred  from  other  Training  Schools 

Returned  from  Parole: 

Violation  of  Parole 

Not  Satisfactory 

Services  no  Longer  Required 

Pupils  Dissatisfied 

For  Replacement 

For  Further  Training 

Court  Order 

For  Medical  Attention 

Returned  from  Absent  Without  Leave 

Returned  from  Hospital 1 

Totals 

Number  of  Placements: 

Returned  Home  for  School 

Returned  Home  to  Assist  Parents 

Returned  Home  for  Employment 

To  Boarding  Home 

To  Positions  (Farm,  Factory,  Domestic,  etc.) 

Number  Transferred  to  Other  Training  Schools 

Number  to  Mental  Hospitals  or  other  Institutions 

Number  Absent  Without  Leave  

Wardship  Terminated 

Number  Died 



Totals 

Number  Remaining  in  Residence  March  31,  1954 119  172  148  127  11  188  174  34  973 


NUMBER  PLACED  AND  RETURNED  DURING  YEAR 
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